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« Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1821. NO. 11 
—— —_—_—— 
CIRCULAR LETTER. {the eternal duration of God himself is expres~ 
The Elders and Messengers of the several Churches sed,” &e. Itis possible that a superficial observer 
met in Association, in the City of New-York, Oc-| may consider this as containing evidence; but he 
tober 5, A. D. 1790. j must be superficial indeed, who, after examining 
(Continued from p. 41.) ubject, does not detect the gross absurdity. — 
: : There are no terms in use among men, which can 
“And of one sin, that it shall not be forgiven, | possibly measure the duration of, or define the 
yeither in this world, neither in the world tocome. "| manner of the existence of Deity. We can only 
Mat xii. 32. In this absolute manner is expres- | say, that “ He is without beginning of days; or end 
ced the endless duration of the awful denuncia-| of years.” Therefore, all expressions in the Scrip- 
tions of the wrath of God; and to cut off all pre-| tures which are supposed to designate the duration 
tence of every possible evasion, there are three! of the existence of the Deity, are only an appro- 
things remarkable. | priate phraseology when in contradistinction to 
1. That the eternal duration of the punishment |man, who is the creature of the age, terms are in- 
of the wicked, is expressed in the very same | troduced designating the Creator, who liveth for 
words as eternal duration in general. Dan. ii. 20. lages. Now, all that can be argued from this mode 
of expression, is, that God will endure while ‘ime 
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2. In the very same words, also, whereby the} 
' 


eternal duration of the happiness of the righteous | 
is expressed, Dan. xii. 2. Rev. xxii. 5. John iii. 
16, Matt. xxv. 46. 

3. Nay, in the very same words whereby the 
eternal duration of God himself is expressed, Gen. 
xi. 33. Ps. xe. 2. Dan. vii. 27. Lam. v. 19. 

Deut. xxxii. 40. 

REMARKS. 

The Rev. gentlemen, in their sixth paragraph, 

quote Matt. xii. 32. and say, “In this absolute 





manner is expressed the endless duration of the aw- 
ful denunciations of the wrath of God; and to cut 
of all pretence of every possible evasion, three | 
things are remarkable, &c.” 
one out of many remarkable things, which they | 
omitted to notice;—namely, The declaration, “ 1} 
will not contend for ever, neither will 1 be always | 
wrath.” Isaiah, lvii. 16. We have so supentedy 
noticed the passage quoted from Matt. xii. 33. | 
that it is only necessary to remark, that the origi-| 
nal aioni rendered world, means the dispensation 
of the Mosaic economy ; agreeably to the decla- 
ration of Paul, (Heb. ix. 26.) “But now once in 
the end of the world, aionon, hath he appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Paul, 
therefore, or these Rev. gentlemen, was mistaken ! 
Their “three remarkable things, next deserve at- 
tention. 

First— That the eternal duration of the pun- 
ishment of the wicked, is expressed in the very 
same words as eternal duration in general, Dan. 
ii.20.”"" The reader by referring to No. 5. p. 36, 
will see this question settled ! 

Second—In the very same words also, whereby 
the eternal duration of the happiness of the right- 
eous is expressed,” &c. Our No. 5. p. 36, settles 
this also ! 


° ' 
There is, however, | 





Third—* Nay, in the very same words whereby 


endures. Man, generation after generation, fades 
away, but God is always the same. If it were ad- 
mitted, (though we shall not admit it,) that there 
was something like evidence in this, against the 
doctrine we advocate, it must likewise be admitted, 
that it is at best but negative. Now we have posi- 
tive testimony to produce! The Scriptures de- 
clare, that sin and suffering, pain and death, shall 
end! But they no where declare, that the exis- 
tence of God shall end! Here we rest this ques- 
tion. Until believers in endless misery come for- 
ward and obviate thistestimony, we think they 
are bound by every principle of honour and hon 
esty, to keep silent! Loud clamour, and repeat- 
ed asseverations, “ like a continual dropping” may 
wear a weak mind, which has no foundation but 
iis prejudices and fears; (io say nothing of those, 
whose interest in the “loaves and fishes” are a 
greater inducement than ei/her,) but we are deter- 
mined to pursue the only course which reason 
and revelation authorizes; and which even our 
opponents sanction, when their money and not 
their religion, is the contested point! We mean 
common sense; that faculty of perceiving and 
judging, which our beneficent Heavenly Father 
has endowed his rational offspring with ; and which 
is of acknowledged utility with all men, in their 
pecuniary transactions ; and with lamentably few 
exceptions, principally, and too frequently alto- 
gether dispensed with in the concerns of the im- 
mortal soul! Men can divide, multiply and sub- 
stract, to a fraction, when their pocket is in ques- 
tion ; but when the welfare of their own, and the 
souls of the whole race of Adam are at issue, they 
can do neither ; but dispute and wrangle for ages 
about the meaning of terms, which, but touch their 
pockets, and they are defined in a moment!!! 
(To be continued.) 
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For rae Gosret Herarp. 
LETTERS FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON. 
LETTER IV. 

MY DEAR H. 

In my last, the brief remarks on the 19th answer 
found in the shorter catechism, were closed. I 
shall proceed to remark on the following answers, 
and if I do not succeed in showing them to be 
diametrically opposite each to the other, I will ask 
your attention no longer. 

You recollect that in the former answer it was 
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ever.” Here is a plain, scripture doctrine. Living 
glory to God, and consolation to man. If by », 
chief end of man, was meant the design of Gog in 
his creation, and the designs of God nerey fail, by 
their own confession, they were, in this instance 
Universalists. If the expression has any other waay 
ing, it is out of my sight. Here then let ys look 
at the three in connexion. The first Pepresente 
the Deity in the character of the greatest and bes 
of Beings, creating that he might bless. The second 
represents Him as outrageously incensed, ang es 





stated, that all men by the fall had become ob- 
noxious to the pains of hell for ever. In this 20th 
answer, it is said, that the former assertion is false, 
inasmuch as it is fully declared, that God had from | 
all eternity elected some to everlasting life, and that 
he had, therefore, entered into a covenant to bring 
them out of this state of sin and misery, into a 
state of salvation by a Redeemer. 

If I mistake not, this answer is to the question 
« Did God leave all mankind to perish in this state 
ef sin and misery?” Here then, is no room for 
subterfuge. The elect from all elernily are a por-| 
tion of those, who had, subsequently to the decree 
of God in their favour, become liable to a penalty 
which the prior determination of God had made 
impossible to be inflicted!!! If this is not com- 
PLETE nonsense, then nonsense can never be de- 
fined. 

You do not need proof to persuade you that two 
and three are five; and I trust your mind is not, 
at your tender age, so perverted, as to require fur- 
ther testimony on the subject in band. ‘The dis- 
eordance of both these answers with scripture, as 
well as each with the other, is equally palpable ; 
and no man, fit to sit on a jury in a five dollar case, 
need to look long for their discrepancy. Such, 
however, is the force of long sanctioned errors, 
that truth often falls before them, merely because 
men fear to trust their reason. A certain poet has 
said— 

& The stupid world most honour pays to those, 
Who, on their understandings, most impose.” 


He who doubts this fact, tives strong circumstan- 
tial proof in its favour. A certain liberal doctor 
once observed, “ that those who suffered by im- 
postors, generally liked them the best, and that 
society was imposed upon by clergymen and doc- 
tors, equally as much as by any other people.” 
This is a true witness, as I trust at some future 
time to show. 

Reason, the faculty of judging by comparison, 
is given as for our profit, and that which will not 
bear the test of reason, is wn-reasonable. To say 
that God is love, and then to deny that love desires 
the best good of the beloved object, is something 
like a cold fire, or a dark sun. 

Let us now stop one moment to compare the 

Jirst answer in this famous catechism, with the 
two at which we have just glanced. “ The chief 


fit of passion, destroying the work of His hang 
with the most demoniacal fury. Nor is this , 
millionth part of the evil represented as the off. 
spring of man’s disobedience. Instead of inficyip, 
immediate punishment on the delinquents, He ‘ 
represented as suffering them to propagate the: 
species, under an entailed, incurable curse, ten 
thousand times more dreadful than the wi! leg 
imagination of a Milton could paint it; and, » 
cap the climax of abominable absurdity, the re. 
maining answer declares, that a part were foreo,. 
dained as the recipients of his endlessly glorious 
munificence. The essence of all this jumble js jy 
few words. 

1. God designed all for happiness. 

2. He designed all for misery. 

8. He will save some, and consign the remainde; 
to endless wo. 

If one of these is true, the others are false. Ther 
fore, the first is true, and the two latter must fall 

Ponder on these things, and if you see differey:. 
ly, let me hear in what respect. If my exposition 
of this moiety of the absurdities with which this 
|“ thing of shreds and patches” abounds, is suff. 
cient to disgust you, with the tenets of John Calyin 
so much the better—it will then save us both trou. 
ble—not that I am loth to write much for you 
edificatidn, but I dwell with more pleasure on the 
goodness of God, than on the soul harrowing ab- 
surdities found in the systems of men. 

Your affectionate father, 
MENTOR. 








Albany. 
—eeseo—- 
For tne Gosprx Herarp. 

In a short conversation which I recently bad 
with a believer in conditional salvation, he re- 
marked—“ you say there is no efernal death. | 
ask you then what are we saved from?” and ad- 
ded, “I leave you to think on this.” Having 
thought on this, I now remark as follows :—I can- 
not see how there can be an eternal death, when 
it is declared that “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God.” When he has testified “of 
the Restitution of all things, by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets, since the world began. And a 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. He (Christ) 
came to seek and to save that which was /ost."— 





end of maa is to glorify God, aud enjoy him for 


(human nature.) And he declared, “I have fn- 
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ned the work thou gavest me to do.” And it is 
declared, “He shall see the travail of his soul, 
and be satisfied. For it pleased the Father that in | 
va should all fulness dwell; and having made | 
4 we, through the blood of Ais cross, by him to re- 
at cile all things unto himself, by him I say, 


whether they be things in earth, or in heaven — 
A . 

mies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath 
be reconciled, (it is done) in the body of his fiesh 
L . 

‘rough death, to present you holy and un- 


nd you, that were sometime alienated and ene- 


Therefore, it is from our sins Christ came to save 
ys, not in them; “and there remaineth no more 
acridce for sin.” 
A BeLigvVeR IN A Finisnep Satvation. 
———— 
EXTRACT FROM MINUTES 

Of the Proceedings of the Western Association of 

l Ys ersalists, in the Stale of New- York, 1821. 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The Ministers and Delegates, composing the Wes- 
tern Association of Universalisis, to the believers, 
withersoever scattered abroad, send Christian salu- 
talions. 

Desnty Becovep Bretruren! 

Under the benignant smiles of heaven’s eternal 
King, we have began and ended another anniversa- 
ry session: A session which will be to us a source 
of unfeigned and everlasting gratitude. Its recol- 
lection will ever cause the tear of affection to 
trickle down our cheeks, and our bosoms to glow 
with love and adoration. We invite you to a par- 
ticipation of the joys which we have witnessed 
and the blessings which flow from a dissemination 
ef the gospel of truth. 

Nature conspired to render our journey thither 
pleasant and agreeable. Pastures and fields were 
smiling under the influences of the warming rays 
of the lord of day; while the stately pine waved 
his lofty top to praise the Author of our existence, 
and happify our spirits. Birds of the air tuned 
their melodious notes to bymn his praise, while the 
flocks and herds bleated his unchanging goodness 
ena “thousand hills.” 

The faithful husbandman was viewed contem- 
plating with an unshaken faith, a rich and glori- 
ous harvest: while we beheld prattling innocents 
animating the domestic circle and enlivening the 
countenance of the fond parent. We were polite- 
ly welcomed by a committee of arrangements, 
whose benevolent souls impelled them to furnish 
every needed provision. 

The business appertaining to the Association was 
conducted with deliberation, coolness, and wis- 
dom ; while an unanimity of sentiment and Chris- 
tian spirit, gladdened our hearts, and brightened 
our countenances. 

Pleasing communications were received from 
various parts of the vineyard of God. The great 
ierease of believers, to the gospel of truth, was 


Many have been added to our numbers the year 
past. The torch of divine Truth has fired the com- 
bustibles of prejudice and superstition, and we 
may fondly anticipate their immediate and entire 
consumption. 

We walked in procession to the house of wor- 
ship, which was opened for our reception. There 


| the aged had assembled to hear the word of life 


and salvation dispensed. There they were invited 
to view the Saviour of the world, and contemplate 
the not far distant period that would call them 
home to Jesus’s embrace. There middle-age and 
blooming youth listened with Christian candour 
and attention to the delineation of the gospel of 
peace; and there were we refreshed with the 
emanations of God's unbounded and never-failing 
love. 

The servants of God girded with the glorious 
truth of the Gospel, first presented us with the food 
that would cause us to grow in grace and the 
knowledge of the truth. Here we witnessed the 
literal fulfilment of the declaration of the prophet, 
“ the stranger feeds our flock,” and the “ alien bas 


| become our plough-man andvine dresser.” The 


riches of the Gentiles slakes the hunger of the ser- 
vant of God, and in their glory does he truly boast 
himself. This paved the way for the venerable 
father in Israel, who, in the spirit of the meek and 
lowly Saviour, plainly showed that “ we preached 
not ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord.” And 
with the greatest solemnity, standing on the verge 
of the grave, about bidding an eternal adieu to all 
sublunary enjoyments ; anticipating a removal to 
the world of unalloyed felicity, he was abundant- 
ly qualified to speak to the understanding with 
power. A reciprocation of feeling was manifest : 
For oft did the moisten’d eye, let fall the mighty 
tear. 

Fired with God’s boundless love did the youth- 
ful Israelite, calmly and carefully examine the en- 
ormity of wickedness. Animated with ardour in 
the investigation of Divine truth, he extended bis 
researches to the fountain of moral turpitude, and 
satisfactorily showed that “there is a sin unto 
death, and a sin not unto death.” Proving the 
propriety of every man’s receiving a just recom- 
pense of reward, he followed his predecessors in 
advocating the restitution of all things. 

The attentive audience having listened with 
profound attention, to the communications of the 
disciples of Jesus ; having surrounded the festive 
board, and richly feasted on the bounties of a mu- 
nificent Being, were prepared to be informed that 
he gave some apostles, some prophets, some evan- 
gelists, some pastors and some teachers ; that the 
saints might be perfected, the body of Christ edi- 
fied, and all be brought in the unity of faith, toa 
perfect man, to the fulness of the stature of 
Christ. Entreated to humble ourselves at the 
foot of the cross, persuaded to receive Christ Je- 
sus as our pattern; and the salvation manifested 





detailed in an affecting and cousoling manner :— 


through bim as the richest patrimony of heaven, 
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our ears were saluted, and our souls captivated 
with the delightful sound of peace. 

Notwithstanding the repeated cry that peace 
must not be proclaimed, we were shown that it 
was the unchangeable nature of God, and that he 
sent his Son to “preach it to us that were afar off, 
and to them that were nigh.” Sanctioned by the 
declaration of Omnipotence, and calculated to 
supplant enmity, glorify God and restore men to 
holiness and happiness, we became the bappy re- 
cipients of this all glorious, God honouring, and 
peaceful doctrine. Peace gladdened every soul, 
warmed every bosom, anitaated every mind, glow- 
ed in every countenance, beamed from every 
eye, and rejoiced the sorrowing and mourner.— 
Such were our feelings that we were led to med- 
itate on that period, that will deliver us, and not 
only us, but all men from bondage and corruption. 
In fine, we sat together in heavenly places, and 
received refreshings from the presence of the 
Lord. With a large congregation, we united in 
the solemnities of prayer and praise. 

Our feelings were captivated with the enchant- 
ing power of sacred@music, which flowed from 
the lips of a numerous and excellent choir, who 
chanted the boundless goodness of the Father 
of mercies. 

It may not be improper here to take a brief 
retruspect of the past. Scarcely half a century 
has passed since there was but a solitary individual, 
in our free country, that dared stand forth in de- 
fence of the Gospel. Opposed by learning, pop- 
ularity and prejudice, nothing but the energizing 
influence of immortal truth could impel him to 
wage war against so powerful a phalanx. He 
stemmed, however, the torrents of abuse, and 
conquered the foe with love and forbearance — 
Here we might call to your recollection the time 
when a youth, alone, stood forth an advocate of 
unlimited and impartial grace in this section of 
our country. Opposition and bitter persecution 
have been the bestowments of those who ought 
to have been his friends. Popular prejudice and 
bigotry stood in one rank, emblazoned with dis- 
dain, and confidence of success. Nevertheless, 
he trusted in God, who has crowned his labours 
with imperishable glory, and his bosom now glows 
with gratitude to that Being, who has protected 
and blessed him. 

You, Brethren, will learn from our Minutes the 
increase of believers in Zion. Six new societies 
were received into fellowship the session past, 
and four were added to our number in the minis- 
try. The fields are whitening for the harvest, and 
the fruit of the field will soon be gathered. Do 
you need encouregement to labour in the service 
of our divine Master? hear the promise: “In 
keeping my commandments fhere is great reward.” 
The eyes of man are upon you. Your daily walk 
and conversation is strictly observed; therefore 
live godly, soberly, and righteously, and cause the 
world to say, “I find ne fault ia this man,” En- 


courage the messengers of peace and salvation — 
Bid them God speed, and relieve their NECESSities 
Live in love, deal justly, love mercy, and wali 
humbly before God ; “and above all these thiy,, 
put on charity, which is the bond of perfectnes, 
Brethren in the Ministry, 

The addition of labourers to our number, the 
rapid increase of believers in the gospel, and the 
joys experienced in believing, are strong evidey. 
ces that God is with us. It becomes then our dy. 
ty as ministers of the cause, embracing the salys. 
tion of all men, that we manifest our gratitude by 
increasing engagedness in the work of the minisiry 
cultivating among ourselves every Christian of. 
fection and virtue that will unite us in the spirit 
love, and obtain for us the esteem and respect of 
those with whom we sojourn.  Liberaiiiy ang 
kindness in private conversation and all public 
communications, becomes the followers of Jesy: 
adorns the gospel, honours and glorifies God, hay 
pifies the subject, wins the attention of our ene 
mies, and converts them to friends. Let us, then, 
brethren, dressed in the rich robes of charity, gir 
about with truth, and havirg on the breast-plate oj 
righteousness, our feet shod with the preparation 
of the gospel of peace, take the helmet of salva. 
tion and the sword of the Spirit, and with these re 
sist the portending evil, and quench the fiery 
darts of the wicked. Flee to God, as a refuge in 
distress; to his revealed will for instruction, and 
to creation for attestations of his impartial unboun- 
ded Goodness. Listen not to the song of woriily 
ease and honour, until she tranforms you into 
beasts, but trample every worldly ease in the 
dust ; brand the vitiated with ignominy ; bid an 
eternal adieu to all superstitious notions, and 
proclaim liberty to the captive, the recovering 
of sight to the blind, and the acceptable year oi 
the Lord. 

Brethren, community has at length realized its 
freedom. It is now disposed to hear you proclaim 
the glad tidings of great joy. A spirit of candid 
inquiry now pervades our country. Let us then 
go forth in the name of Jesus, conquering and to 
conquer. Let us emancipate the wavering from 
the power of uncertainty and doubt ; the fearful 
from the dismal cell of fear; the ignorant from the 
power of superstition ; the miserable from the ago- 
ny which attends them, and all from the doctrines 
of men, by pointing them to God for relief, and 
convincing them that he is their Father, Provider, 
and Saviour. Engaged in the work of God, we 
should be perseveringly industrious. A field, es- 
panded as heaven, is ready for cultivation; God 
has prepared the seed, and we have the pleasura- 
ble and honourable task of committing it to the 
ground. That we may effectually do this work, 
let us form an acquaintance with Jesus and tht 
Bible. The doctrines of God, the duty and fina! 
destination of men, are therein plainly taught. 

May we one and all live conformable to the in 





culcations ef the divine Spirit, and walk in wis 
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ms ways, Whose Ways are pleasant, and whose 
yer are peace, until the ransomed of the Lord 
a return, and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads; obtain joy and 
ness, and all sorrowing and sighing, flee away. 


g ad 


all berein addressed, are commended to God, 
at to the word of his grace, which is able to! 


build them up, and crown them with endless and 


yufading glory. 
BY ORDER. 


GEO. B. LISHER. 
Ministering Brethren, in Fellowship—Present. 


Nathaniel Stacy, Ifamilton. 
William Underwood, 
Stephen R. Smith, 
Seth Jones, 

Isaac Whitnall, 

Pitt Morse, 

Amos Crandal, 
Arthur Field, 

Salmon Adams, 
Oliver Ackley, 

Job Potter, 

George B. Lisher, 
Samuel A Skeele, 
John S. Flagler, 
Thomas Gross, 
Liscomb Knapp, 
Calvin Morton, 
Archelaus Greene, 
Andrew Vandenburgh, 
James Foster, 
Cornelius G, Parsons, 
Stephen Miles, 
Stephen Cook, 

Edwin Ferris, 

Lewis Pitt, 

Lewis Beers, 


Litchfield. 
New-Hartford. 


Lancasier. 
Camiius. 
Henderson. 
Lisle. 
Lancaster. 
Lisle. 
Hamilton. 
do. 
Otsego. 
Greene. 
Scipio. 
Wiliiamsville. 
Victor. 
Murray. 
Locke. 
Pompey. 
Lee. 
Ellisburgh, 
Augusta. 
Hadley. 
Unadilla. 
Danby. 
do. 


Societies in Fellowship, 53 
Churches in Fellowship, ll 
i 

I? The number of regular churches, professing 
the faith of Abraham, (that “in Christ all the fa- 
milies of the earth shall be blessed,”) in Massa- 
chusetts, amount to twenty-three ; exceeding, by | 
one, the Episcopal churches in that State. 

In Portland, the capital of the State of Maine, 
aspacious church is erecting; and the prospect, 
that the “ mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills,” is brightening into re- 
ality ; and authorizing the glorious hope, that the 
time is at hand, when “many people shall say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths: —For out of Zion shall go forth the law, | 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Isa. ii. 

—__—— 
Aphorism.—It is better to deserve the approba- 


tion of the world, and not receive it, than to re- 
cewe, and not deserve it. 
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HERALD. 


From the London Universalist Miscellany. 
Satvation AND RESTORATION DISTINGUISHED. 
The words to Save, Saviour, Salvation, &c. se 

much used in our New Testament, convey not the 
force of the Greek sozo, soter, soteria. In the Greek 
Testament, 1 Tim. ii. 1—4. ver. 3. for this is good 
and acceptable before God, tou soteros. Our re- 
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| storer, (i. e. into man’s proper life, which is the 
Divine favour: see 30th Psalm 5. 1 John v. 12, 


&c.) who will that all men (according to the vul- 
gar translation) be saved; (but according to the 
Greek sothenai) be recovered or restored, and be 
converted to the acknowledgment of the truth. 
But from this passage, thus translated by the Greek, 
every absurdity vanishes: It only assures us, that 
God wills (what at present is not, but by the effi- 
cacy of bis will, we doulLt not, shall in its due time 
be accomplished, viz.) that all men shail live, or 
as in the Greek, sothenai, be recovered, or restored, 
and come to ‘the acknowledgment ot the truth. 
it is not said, he wills that all men should be saved 
from the wrath appointed to fall upon the wicked 
in general: Scripture, speaks nothing of, is quite 
silent as to any such will %n God; it says, only, 
that it is the will of God, that all shall live, or be 
restituted. 

But Ist. we affirm that the word ‘ saved,’ can by 
no means be a fit translation of the Greek, sothenai, 
in this passage ; because, what it imporis is so con- 
trary to the sentiments of an Apostle, who so well 
knew that all men would not be saved, from the 
wrath of God, iii. Col. 6. which would come upon 
the children of disobedience. The Apostle John, 
in a like case, speaks thus: 1 John v. 16. “ If any 
man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto 
death, he sball ask, and he will give him life, for 
him that sinneth not unto death: there is a sin 
unto death; I do not say that he shall pray for 
it;” For God willeth not that his people should 
pray in vain. Deut. iii. 26. Jer. vii. 16. and xv. 1. 
But can it be believed otherwise, than, that Paul 
must have thought too, like John. To have ad- 
vised Timothy to pray fer what he well knew 
never could be? Whereas on the uther hand, sup- 
posing Paul's directions to Timothy, to have been, 
only to recommend all men in his prayers, to the 
mercy of Christ Jesus; this was acceptable to 
God, anda praying atier the mina of God; since 
his will is that e!! men shall be restored, and so 
be delivered irom » state of misery. It is also 
praying to some purpose, not only because God 
knows how to stow merey to them that perish, 


las well as those that are saved: but also because 


he has in his eye, the real, thouvh distant restitu- 
tion, delivery. aod quickening of all his creatures, 
having 1 Tim ii. 6. givea himself a ransom for al!, 
to be testified in due time, to marturion kuirois 
idiots. 

But 2dly. It being evident, that Paul could not 
order Timothy to pray that all men might be 
saved ; we will exemine what he must have ad- 
vised Timothy to, in the word sothenai, and this 
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will appear ia the following texts, where the 
words soza sosomai must evidently intend, what is 
very different from the meaning of our English 
words, to save, to be saved, as that word is usually 
understood by us, Mat. ix. 21,22. “ And the wo- 
man (with the issue of blood) said within herself, 
if I may but touch his garment sothesomai, 1 shall 
be (not saved, but) restored to health; and the 
woman esothe, (was not saved, but) restored to 
health from that hour. Mark v.21—22—23. And 
Jairus besought him greatly, saying, 1 pray thee 
Jay thy hand upon her, opos sothe, that she (his 
daughter) might (not be saved, but) be restored to 
health. Mark vi.56. And as many as touched 
him, esozonlo, were recovered to health. Acts 
xiv. 9. And Paul perceiving that he had faith, 
sothenai to be restored to health, said, &c. see also 
Luke viii. 36. and xviii. 42. Acts iv. 9. James v. 15. 

Hence then let us take our notion of the words 
sozo sozamai, when applied to the following texts : 
1 Tim. ii. 4. Who wills that all men should be 
(not saved from the wrath prepared,) but be res- 
tored to health, and come to the acknowledg- 
ment of the truth. Jéhn iii. 17. God sent his 
Son into the wor!d, that the world through him 
might be, (not saved from wrath) but be restored 
to health ; ina sothe okosmos di autou. 1. Tim. iv. 
10. Who is the soter, restorer of all men, espe- 
cially of the faithful, because he (saves them even 
from the wrath prepared.) 1 John iv. 14. We 
do testify that the Father sent the Son to be, sote- 
ra tou kosmou, the Restorer of the world, notwith- 
standing its previous doom to the wonian fire — 
So again, John iv. 42. This is indeed the Resto- 
rer of the world, the Christ, alethos sote tou kos- 
mou o Christos, i.e. because the world’s recovery 
or restoration, will be its last resource in Christ, 
therefore, is our Lord called its Restorer. 

A critical observer will, I think, find the words, 
s0z0 sozomai, when spoken with reference to a 
state of evil, or danger, into which a man is fal- 
len, to signify to deliver, to rescue ; So Mat. xxvii. 
42. He, esoren, delivered others, can he not de- 
liver (sozai,) himself? But when spoken in re- 
ference to a state of happiness, or blessing lost, or 
from which man is fallen; it signifies, to restore, 
or recover ; so Luke xix. 10. The Son of man is 
come to seek, and (sosai to apololos) to recover 
that which was lost. So that, though in English, 
we say, a man is delivered out of a state of dan- 
ger or misery, and that he is restored into a state 
of security or happiness ; yet in Greek, the same 
word serves both purposes. But I no where find 
that the verb (sozo) imports the same with the 
verb (tereo.) When the Greeks would signify, 
to have, preserve, to keep from mischief, they 
used the verb (fereo.) So xvii. John 15. I pray 
not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest save, preserve, or secure 
them, ina tereses autous, from the evil one. Rev. iii. 
10. I will preserve, secure, or save thee from the 


world to try them. Jude 1. Jude, the servay: a 
Jesus Christ to be sanctified by God the Father 
preserved, secured, saved leteremenois, in Jem 
Christ, &c. 1 Thess. v.23. I pray God, your 
whole spirit, soul and body, be preserved, secured, 
saved, tesetheie, blameless, unto the Coming of thie 
Lord. And thus it is also said of worldly tre. 
sures? as xi. John 10. But thou hast preseryey 
secured, or saved, feterekas, the good wine yy\) 
now. 

The above is a quotation from letters on U;; 
versal Restitution, by George Stonehouse, M4 
late Vicar of Islington, page 138. The design 
it is to shew the difference of the dispensations x 
salvation and restoration, which by some are coy 
founded together; but the Scriptures distinguis 
these, and represent that the saved shall not com 
into condemnation ; shall have part in the fy 
resurrection ; shall reign in life, with Christ ; shall 
be priests, or communicators of Divine grace to 
all others, having received abundance of grace {,; 
that purpose. Whereas the restored will be con 
demned, ca into the lake, and be subject to the 
age of judgment; and until subdued they shali 
not see the light. What diligence then ought we 
all to give, that we may escape all those things 
which are coming upon the wicked, and be found 
worthy to stand before the Son of Man. 

——_—___——— 
EXPOSITION OF 2 THESS. ii. 11, 12. 
And for this cause God shall send them strong dely- 
sion, that they should believe a lie, that they all might 
be damned who believe not the truth, but had plca- 
sure in unrighteousness. 

Agreeably to the request of D. H. we proceed to 
express our opinion of the import of the above pas- 
sage. The motive of our correspondent for intro- 
ducing this passage was, the difficulty apparent in 
the phraseology of this, when contrasted with other 
passages. For instance—“ The Lord is good to 
all, and his tender mercies are over all his works.’ 
For ourselves, we see no incongruity whatever 
We believe the Lord to be good, even to those 
who, by means of “ strong delusion, believe a lie, 
and are damned.” 

That the apostle alluded, in particular, to the 
Jews, is evident from the preceding chapter ; but 
the primary applicati®n of this passage to them, is 
no evidence that it will not in its application ex- 
tend to, and include others. That the things 
spoken of, took place, and had their primary tu- 
filment in the generation who crucified our Saviour, 
we think we have abundantly proved. And, until 
some person shall prove, by arguments as rational, 
and testimony as Scriptural and full to the point, 
that Christ did not come during that generation, 
as those we have introduced, to prove that he did, 
we shall take it for granted, that the fact is unde- 
niably substantiated ! 

There is only truth and error. Consequently 
the maa of sin, the son of perdition, and antichrist, 





hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 


;are one and the same, They, or each of them 
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ue error personified. The reason assigned at the 
yoth verse of this chapter, why the “ strong delu- 
sion” should be sent, is as follows—“ Because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might 
ne saved. And for this cause, (says Paul,) God 
chal) send them strong delusion,” &c. The 
Scriptures harmonize ; for they likewise declare, 
« He that hath the Son hath lite; he that hath not 


the Son of God bath not life.” Again—“ He that 


believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself: he that believeth not God hath made 
him a liar; because he believed not the record 


that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, | 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life | 
ein his Son.” We consider the declaration of the 
apostle as cause and consequence. We consider 
(what we presume all will grant,) that the Jews of 


that generation, with few exceptions, were damned. 


The purpose of God, however, was merciful, and 


that purpose will be effeeted. The xi. Rom. may 
be considered as a full exposition of this subject. 
Paul there declares, that God concluded them all 
in unbelief (sent the strong delusion, and damned 
them.) that he might have mercy upon all. The 
principal difficulty in the passage, is the rendering 
the word damned, which in other places is trans- 
lated condemned. 

The reader will notice the phraseology of the 
passage. They who do not believe the truth, will 
not stand neuter; they shall, in consequence of 
strong delusion, believe a lie ; and it is this belief 
of a lie, which is the cause of their experiencing, in 
their mind, a sense of condemnation, or damnation. 
Therefore, we infer from these premisses, that a 
man might be an uabeliever, by not believing the 
truth, and if he did not believe a lie in the room 
of it, he would not experience, in his mind, con- 
demnation. To conclude, if there are only truth 
and error, it is manifest, that the truth, that “ God 
is the Saviour of all men, especially those that be- 
lieve,” can alone give peace by believing; and 
any other belief must bring condemnation ; for all 
ether being anti, (opposed) to the truth, all who 
believe the lie will be damned ! 

— 
To the Rev. Hawley Sanford. 

Sim,—In our last Number we answered your in- 
terrogatories, which you were @o kind as to pro- 
pose for our consideration ; and being aware of 
the benefits which sometimes result from mutual 
investigation, agreeably to the exhortation of an 
apostle, “ Be ready always to give an answer,” &c. 
We, in our turn, propose for your consideration 
the following : 

1. Do you believe that a part of mankind go 
immediately to hell (a place of inexpressible and 
interminable torment) when they die? 

2. How are they to be punished, or tormented, 
when the devil and his works are destroyed, agree- 
ably to Heb. ii. 14,15. When death and the 
grave (or hell) are destroyed, agreeably to Hosea 
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nant with death shall be disannulled, and their 
agreement with hell shall not stand, Isaiah, xxviii. 
18. When death is swallowed up in victory, and 
tears wiped away from off all faces, Isa. xxv. 
when “all the ends of the world shall remember 
and furn unto the Lorn, and all the kindreds of 
the nations shall worship before him,” Ps. xxii. 27. 
3. How do you get along with the doctrine of 
all sins being pardonable ? agreeably to the follow- 
ing Scripture testimonies—Ps. ciii. “ Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits — 
Who forgiveth ALL thine iniquilies; who healeth 
all thy diseases ; who redeemeth thy life from des- 
truction; who crowneth thee with loving kind- 
ness and fender mercies.” Ps. cxlv. 9. ‘The Lord 
is good to all ; and his tender mercies are over allt 
his works.” Lam. Jer. iii. 31—33. “ For the Lord 
will not cast off for ever; but though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion according to the 
multitude of his mercies. For be doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” Rom. 
v. 8—10. “God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that while we were yel sinners, Christ died for 
us. Much more then, being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 
For if when we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son ; much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 


™ 
8 


4. What construction do you put upon the se- 
quel of the xlv. Isa. to wit:—“I have sworn by 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth, Right- 
eousness, and shall not return, (See Isa. lv. 8 to 
13.) That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear ; surely shall say, In the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength; to Him shall come; 
and all that are incensed against him shall be 
ashamed. In Him shall al/ the seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory.” (See Matt. xxiii. 39.) 

5. Should you answer the first question in the 
affirmative, please to state, how sinners, who are 
made righteous by the blood of Christ, and redeem- 
ed from destruction by him, are to be kept out of 
heaven, and in hell forever, without end! 

Answers Scriptural, (and consequently rational) 
are required to the above interrogatories, by your 
humble servant. Ep. 

Rev. H. Sayrorp, Redding, (Conn.) 

i 
DIALOGUE. 

A Gentleman (in a distant town,)venerable for 
his age, beloved for his usefulness, and distinguish- 
ed for the various charities which adorn the humble 
christian, but unqualified with the badge of exclu 
sive holiness, was recently waited upon by a cele- 
brated preacher of endless misery, who accosted him 
thus—Preacher. You are an aged man. Pray, Sir, 
how old are you ? 

Aged Gentleman. I am eighty years old. 

P. You must be sensible of the shortness of your 
time here. Have you made your peace with & ? 

A. G. God never was my enemy ;—He, alone, 
has been my unchangeable Frie His conduct 
toward me has been one unvaried course of “ lov- 
ee and tender mercies.” 





uli. 14. 1 Cor, xv. 26, 64—57. When their cove- 


. ¥You are a singer; and you must repent. Where 
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is your evidence, that you have made your peace 
with God ? 

A. G. Where is my evidence? “Christ made peace 
through the blood of His Cross!” Here is my evi- 
dence. God is the Friend of sinners. And were it 
not that unbelievers, like yourself, continually ass- 

. erted the contrary, aud by deception poisoned the 
ublic mind, by teaching that God is not the Friend 
Pat the enemy of his creatures, they would put their 
trust in Him! 
a 

Get wisdom ; and with all thy gellings get under- 
standing. SOLOMON. 

A young man of great promise, wi is at present 
completing the study of divinity with a celebrated 
Doctor of divinity in this city, recently, in conver- 
sation with a believer in the Gospel God preached 
to Abraham, denied plumply that the Bible contain- 
ed the following passage—“ We both labour and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men, especially of those 
that believe; these things command and teach.” 1 
Tim. iv. 10,11. The passage being produced, he 
eondescended to acknowledge that it was in the 
Bible ; but added, “ It does not mean what it says.” 

Tell these divine doctors, that they do not mean 
what they say, and you will read in their counte- 
nance, if you do not hear from their lips, that they 
ean tell, when their dignity is affronted, the differ- 
ence between an insult and a compliment!!! 

ee 
CONSISTENCY. 

In our last we asked our Methodist friends for a 
reason for their inconsistent practice, of singing 
one thing. and preaching another. 
Hymn is from the collection adopted by the Meth- 
odists; and likewise by the Unitarians, who style 
theinselves “ The First Congregational Church in 
New-York.” We consider this Hymn to contain 
truth ; and that truth to be very different from what 
both Methodists and Unitarians profess to believe 
» is truth. This Hymn declares, and the Methodists 
and Unitarians declare, when they sing, 


Loud was the chorus of angels on high, 
* The Saviour hath risen, and man shall not die.” 


The apostle Paul predicated the salvation of the 
world, upon the resurrection of Christ. The Meth- 
odists and Unitarians have done the same ; and they 

so far, as to represent the angels of God declar- 
Oe the same truth. Who, after all this, could im- 
agine that these religionists should so far forget 
themselves as to deny, plumply in their preaching, 
what they declare to be trath when they sing? 

Much has been said about Poetical licence ; but 
. we are of opinion, that this would prove a very 
lame excuse for those, who, in the house dedicated 
to God, not only sing, themselves as truth, but de- 
clare that the angels of God sing the same, a decla- 
ration, which they afterwards deny in the most 
emphatic and conclusive manner! 

be many and repeated assertions of our Meth- 
odist friends, relative to the endless misery of mil- 
lions of the human race, are too notorious to need 
any exemplification. The following extract from 
the “Unitarian’s Appeal,” is more than sufficient te 
set their inronsisteney in a proper light. Namely— 
“ The Gospel appears to us to promise its blessings 
of forgiveness and eternal salvation, only to those 
who comply with its terms,"&c. “ As to the pre- 
‘cise nature of the future punishment of the wick- 


The following | 


ed, there is among Unitarians, as amon 
: 1 much diversit of poe ay a that 
they wi great and dreadful ms 
Now sing = zp 
Lift your glad voices in triumph on high, 
For Jesus hath risen and man cannot die. 
Vain were the terrors that gathered around him 
And short the dominion of death and the grave. 
He burst from the fetters of darkness that bound 
him, 
Resplendent in glory, to live and to save. 
Loud was the chorus of angels on high, 
“ The Saviour hath risen, and man shail not die 


Glory to God in full anthems of joy ; 
The being he gave us, death cannot destroy. 
Sad were the life we must part with to-morrow 
If tears were our birth-right, and death wer 
our end; 
But Jesus hath cheered the dark valley of sorrow 
And bade us, immortal, to heaven ascend. 


Lift then your voices in triumph on high, 
ForJesus hath risen and MAN SHALL NOT DIF 
Ee 

“ Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, 
suffer it; being defamed, we enireal; we are mui 
as the filth of the world; the offscouring of «ii 
things unto this day.” 1 Cor. iv. 12—13. 

We recently forwarded a number of the Pros 
pectus’s for this paper to Post Masters in ditferen: 
paris of the United States; and on Saturday jas, 
received a letter from W. J. Esq, Post Master, o 
the town of L.(N.J.) We have tried to consider 
the letter as very civil, polite and friendly ; ani 
would (it being the writer's request,) publish it, bu: 
for the conviction that our readers would con- 





ceive no good opinion of the writer trom the com- 


| plexion ot his letter. We are even willing to e:- 
‘tend our charity so far, as to acknowledge, thet 


the writer would have written in a more ebristian- 
like manner, and approximated nearer to the 
truth in his statements, had his disposition and in- 
formation enabled him so to do. Should he per. 
sist in his request to have his letter published, (a/- 
ter perusi these remarks,) we assure him it 
sball be done, although the indecorous language, 
&c. in which it is couched, destroy alf its claims 





upon this paper. We, however, respectiully re- 
quest the writer to pause. We suggest the propri 
jety of his reflecting, that bard names and hard er- 
guments, are wo things. And, that however co- 





gent his declarati may appear to himself, the 
public would expect a ftitle proof ; and would be 





as —- of their courtesy, in the absence of il, 

as he has been of good manners to his humble 

servant, Ep. 
i$ _ 
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